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2010 Ford Transit

By DURHL CAUSSEY

The Transit Connect is a cross be-
tween a truck and an SUV. It is a
kind of traveling billboard. With its
payload capacity of 1600 pounds
and over 135 cubic feet of cargo
space, the Transit Connect is to
your business what the pony was
to the Pony Express.

Two sliding side doors and two
swing rear doors makes Transit
Connect easily accessible for side
and rear loading heights.

There are scores of ways to put
Ford’s new Transit Connect to use.
Whether you are making deliveries,
providing a service, hauling chil-
dren, or moving the in-laws, Transit
Connect is there for you.

Wow, does Transit Connect get
your attention. You can adver-
tise your business with full body
graphics. Talk about having a great
profile.

The Transit Connect is street
smart, and bred for the city. It slides
into parking spaces with little or
no care; 39 feet turn curb-to-curb
and a height of 6 ft. 8 inches gives
itan additional advantage. This ve-
hicle has an attitude matched by
fuel economy over 20 mpg, with a
price starting around $20,000.

Peter Ulrich runs an upscale flo-
ral shop in Dallas, Texas. On the
day I drove the Transit Connect, we
visited. He had been test-driving
the vehicle for some time. “Transit
Connect allows me to park nearly
anywhere, making deliveries easy
whether at a curb or in an alley,”
he said.

Transit Connect can carry items

Transit Connect interior.
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2010 Ford Transit Connect, hauling
cargo and advertising at the same
time. COURTESY OF FORD MEDIA

up to 6 feet long, or 4 ft 9 inches
wide or 4 feet 7 inches tall. Rear
doors open wide (180 degrees
standard, 255 degrees optional).
The 2- passenger XL or XLT van
is great for storage. The XL can be
4-passenger and the XLT wagon is
5-passenger.

Bronwen Weber is a wedding cake
designer in Dallas, Texas. Her busi-
ness, Frosted Art Bakery, has been
test-driving the Transit Connect.
“The Transit is configured so my
cakes can ride smoothly and safely
to their destination. The cake, along
with all the serving instruments,
packs nicely and conveniently in
to the truck.” Weber goes on to say
that the Transit is the perfect op-
tion between a small SUV and large
commercial van. She took me out
to the vehicle and showed me just
how her beautiful cakes fit into the
Transit Connect safely and made-
to-order fresh, ready for delivery.
“Since my favorite color is pink, I
just may wrap my delivery van in
pink,” she said.

Voice command navigation and
keyboard are included with the Ford
Work Solution, along with in-dash
window CE computer. This system
acts like your mobile office when
you are away from your real one.

The 2.0 L Duratec 1-4 engine puts
out the power to deliver projected
best-in-class fuel economy. Conve-
nient, time saving, and economi-
cal, all associated with a rolling bill-
board; these factors make Transit
Connect the kind of delivery wagon
your small or large business needs
in this tight economy.

Durhl Caussey writes a car col-
umn read around the world. He
may be reached at this paper or at
dcaussey@sbcglobal.net.

Nissan Maxima:

A Stylish

and

Sporty Flagship

By JIM MEACHEN & TED
BIEDERMAN
MyCarData

The 2009 Maxima may be the most
stylish family sedan that Nissan de-
signers have ever penned. Sitting on
a front porch swing and sipping a
cold lemonade on a hot late spring
weekend afternoon gave us the op-
portunity to study at great length
the Maxima, parked in profile at the
curb. As we enjoyed the cool sweet
bitterness of homemade lemonade,
we drank in the Maxima’s beauty.

The sedan flows artfully from
front to back, curvaceous in a mod-
ernly mature way with muscular
fender flares, sharp, flowing, char-
acter lines, and with rear haunches
thatrise ever so slightly. The stylized
headlights and the wrap-around tail-
lights set off the look. The boat-tail
rear, we decided, nicely fits the over-
all design. We studied—and stud-
ied—and decided the proportions
of the nearly full-sized sedan—it
measures 190 inches —were close
to perfect.

The interior is also stylishly done
with the now familiar Nissan/Infin-
iti look that is as functional as it is
handsome.

And the Maxima did not let us
down in its performance, ride, or
handling characteristics measured
during nearly 300 miles behind the
wheel. The Maxima is a very nice
rendition of a spacious entry-level
luxury family sedan.

But wait, didn’'t we hear Nis-
san officials proclaim that the new
Maxima is the reincarnation of the
“four-door sports sedan,” the label
so famously applied to the second-
generation Maxima in 1990. In fact,
the vehicle’s window sticker calls it
“The 4-Door Sports Car.” They have
even gone so far as to trademark that
signature description.

We however, disagree with this

self-proclaimed categorization.

Frankly, we didn’t see much sports
sedan in the Maxima even as we
were won over by its “sporty” good
looks and how well it works as an
energetic, comfortable, and fun-to-
drive vehicle.

Certainly it handled our favorite
twisty rural stretch of asphalt just
fine. But when we think of sports
sedans as we near the second decade
of the 21st Century we think of rear-
drive stalwarts such as the BMW 3-
Series, the Cadillac CTS, and the
Maxima’s cousin, the Infiniti G37.

Maybe our standards are set too
high, but forget the sports part, even
with the $2,300 Sport Package and
its 19-inch wheels. Never-the-less the
Maxima still serves up a full helping
of pleasure that we would pick over a
large group of competitors.

If Nissan wanted the new Maxima
to be a true sports sedan, it would
have put it on a rear-drive platform
and it would have ditched the con-
tinuously variable transmission
found on most Nissan products and
replaced it with the six-speed manual
and six-speed automatic used in the
370Z or the Infiniti G series.

But what Nissan has done with the
Maxima, it rides on the same plat-
form as the slightly smaller Altima
and the crossover Murano, is just
fine with us, and it should appeal to
a broad range of people.

Nissan’s current CVT is as good
as any non-shifting transmissions.
It works fine. And the front-driven
wheels very capably handle the horse-
power and torque of the 3.5-liter VG,
which dispenses 290 horsepower
and 261 pound-feet of torque.

Torque steer, that bugaboo that ac-
companies torque-laden front-driven
cars, is a minor problem. It’s fairly
well controlled, but evident under
pedal-to-the-metal takeoffs with the
wheels pulling to the right.

The workhorse 3.5-liter V6, vari-

2009 Nissan Maxima. COURTESY OF NETCARSHOW

ants of the award-winning engine
are found in numerous Nissan ve-
hicles, delivers stunning times of 6
seconds o-to-60 and 14.5 seconds at
98 mph in the quarter mile. Interest-
ingly, those times are nearly identi-
cal to those produced by the V6 in
the new Chevrolet Camaro sporty
car; but they don’t match up with the
three sports cars we noted above.

The downside is middle-of-the-
road gas mileage measured at 19
mpg city and 26 mpg highway with
premium gas recommended. Nissan
says, however, that it’s acceptable to
use 87 octane, but a slight fall-off in
performance may result.

As we noted, the Maxima offers
confident handling with accurate
steering. And when a dose of per-
formance is demanded, the Maxima
does respond with gusto in all situa-
tions. As you extricate yourself from
a touchy highway problem, you can’t
help but think, way to go Maxima.

The sedan offers a pleasant envi-
ronment for four people. We say four,
because the middle rear seat is too
uncomfortable to park someone for
any distance. The driver’s seat s fairly
wide and comfortable, very agree-
able with the vertically challenged,
and the driving position is good. We
particularly enjoyed the hood bulge
clearly visible out the front window.
We enjoy seeing some portion of the
hood out front, a sight missing from
most vehicles these days.

The cabin materials are of
high quality and the controls are
intuitive.

The sedan comes with 14.2 cubic
feet of trunk space, and importantly
to us, will handle two sets of golf
clubs.

Standard safety is what you would
expect in a car in this price range.
It includes antilock brakes, traction
and stability control, and a full range
of airbags.

The Maxima comes in justtwo trim
levels, S and SV. The S is decently
equipped for a price of $30,820 in-
cluding destination charge, but note
that such popular options as leather,
navigation and satellite radio are not
available. The SV starts at $32,685
adding leather upholstery and a
nine-speaker Bose audio system as
standard equipment and it can be
equipped with everything in the in-
ventory including the Premium and
Sport packages.

The $2,300 Sport package as noted
earlier, brings a stiffer sport-tuned
suspension and 19-inch wheels
among other things. It also brings a
stiffer ride without significantly up-
grading the car’s handling traits.

We would save the cash and pur-
chase the $3,450 Premium package,
which brings a load of extras includ-
ing dual-panel moonroof, Xenon
headlights, heated front seats, power
tilt and telescoping steering wheel,
climate controlled driver’s seat, and
premium leather seating. Navigation
is another $1,850 and includes a 9.3
GB hard drive for music storage.

Our SV test car with the Sport,
Premium and navigation package
came in at $40,800 including des-
tination charges.

Although the Maxima does not
carry a prestigious Infiniti badge,
it’s a fine rendition of a comfortable
sedan that is functional and sporty.
But don't let that zero to sixty time
fool you, there is a difference be-
tween sporty and sports car.
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Free Meditation in San Diego

Put your PICTURE on REAL
U.S. POSTAGE STAMPS that you
Design with Your Favorite Photos,
Cool Images, Special Messages.
VIPpostagePlus.com
(800) 964-8306
(562) 376-0953

VRXsupplement.com
Men, Increase pleasure and enhance
virility naturally w/o harmful side
effects. 1-800-320-6595. Sponsored
by: uSaveOnMedical.com

Falun Dafa, a powerful practice to
improve mind and body. FREE Falun
Dafa meditation workshops @ San
Diego Central Library (2nd floor meet-
ingroom), 820 E St, San Diego, CA
92101. Workshop dates: 9/14/, 10/5, 11/2,
12/7/2009, 6:30pm - 8pm. You can also
look for free Falun Dafa practice site in
your neighborhood. More info pls visit-
www.FalunDafa.org or call 1-888-9SD-
FLDF (1-888-973-3533)

Graphic Designer

YCI, Inc. Precision machine tools
company seeks Graphic Designer. Use
computer tools to design print ads,
promotional flyers, websites and ban-
ners. B.A. in related field is required.
Work location in Santa Fe Springs, CA.
Please send resume to HR at 10629
Forest Street, Santa Fe Springs, CA
90670

DOWNSIZING?
3,000 Square foot full floor office suite.
Move-in condition. Excellent Westside
location. Close to Century City and
Culver City.
KEVIN 310-943-8537

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Three generations of Chinese medical
practices. Secret recipes treating ster-
ililty, diabetes, high blood pressure,
depression, insomnia and asthma,
etc. Accept health insurance. Please
call 626-462-9388. Address: 630 W.
Duarte Rd., #201, Arcadia, CA 91007

No Classrooms
Convert your Experience
into a College Degree

909-706-9244

Hiring
1. Electronic Engineer
2. Sales Staff
3. Secretary
Working Place: Torrance, CA. Pls
contact keli.wang@umeeintl.com

Chiropractic
Relieves tensions in shoulder, back
and neck. Special treatment of chi-
ropractic. 909-618-7257, www.mer-
rysun.com

Cheap Air-tickets & Tours
Cheap round trip air tickets for US-
China/Taiwan/Hong Kong. Cheap
tours to China/Taiwan. East Coast
Tours: Buy 2 get 1 FREE! (Limited
time and people). 1-888-965-7888.
www.keeptravel.com

Dental Assistant Wanted
No experience necessary. Great
dental office, contact: drshih@sbc-
global.net

Want to Date a Chinese lady?
Ifyouareinterestedindating Chinese
ladies, try our Personal Ad service in
The Epoch Times (Chinese edition),
Classified section. The Epoch Times
(Chinese edition) circulates in all
of California and 11 cities in the US
where a large population of Chinese
reside. Interested please call Los
Angeles 626-401-1828 or San Diego

619-578-8497.

Best Propolis
Alcohol-Free Brazilian Bee Propolis
Extract, Nature’s Immune-Booster,
No Artificial Color or Flavoring.
Propolis is a substance extracted and
metabolized by bees from secretion
of tree trunks, branches and flower
petals. Special discount: $23/bottle,
$19/bottle with purchase over 6 bot-
tles. Buy 24 bottles, get 1 free. 10007
Belhaven Rd, Bethesda, MD 20817.
Tel: 301-571-1988 / 301-437-8289

Sound of Hope
International Radio
Chinese people all over the world.
www.soundofhope.net. SOH Radio
“Breaking News” web site http://
sohnews.com/category/breaking-
news/

Station for

Just Cause Productions, Inc. seeks
Line Producer (video games).
Duties include manage motion
capture projects for video game
development, production budget
control. B.A. degree required.
Work location: Marina Del Rey, CA.

New Tang Dynasty Television
Free Chinese TV programs for
overseas Chinese. 24 hour satellite
broadcast. News, Economic Review,
Theater, Sports, Culture, Art. NT-
DTV contact: 323- 981-9435. Satellite
Installation contact: 626-758-8798

*Stress Management Consultant*
Be proactive with stress mgmt by
focusing on the solutions.
Pam Kimiko Kai, MS, CCHT
Call 626.840.1976
Better Business Bureau Assoc.

CRIMINAL ATTORNEY
GETS RESULTS
All Federal & State Criminal
Charges Also Clear Old Criminal
Convictions. Affordable & Flexible
Flat Rates 24/7. Jerome Bradford
(213) 622-3114

Mail resume to: HR, 4096 Glencoe YOUR
Ave., Marina Del Rey CA 90292.
CLASSIFIED
AD HERE
Great Franchise
Be your own boss! Work in this
great healthy fast food market, with
all-inclusive support of training,
marketing, and great buying power.
This is a franchise you don’t want to
miss. Call 858-945-8848 to find out
more info.
YOUR PC’s Wanted
CLASSIFIED Local minority s5o1c non-profit
seeks PC donations for commu-
AD HERE nity training and youth programs.

310.749.3016

Chinese lessons
Beginner’s, Intermediate or Ad-
vanced level Chinese class; Adult or
Kids, Mandarin or Cantonese.

Not a simple Chinese language
school, but a Cultural school.

Call 858-565-8008.
www.chineseschoolsd.com

Jazz Drum Class
Want to be a drummer? Can teach at
your home. Contact 917- 650-6068,
626-786-1072

YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD HERE
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A FRESH LOOK AT OUR CHANGING WQRLD
To place your classified:

LOS ANGELES
Call: 1-888-853-4774
scal@epochtimes.com
Fax: 1-626-401-1221 or

Mail to: The Epoch Times
9550 Flair Dr.,
Suite 503
El Monte, CA 91731-2924

SAN DIEGO
Call: 1-619-578-8498
sandiego@epochtimes.com
Fax: 1-866-733-0390 or

‘Mail to: The Epoch Times

10755 Scripps Poway Pkwy.,
Suite 528

Sén;l__)iego, CA 92131-3924

WHO WE ARE

interests first in all that we do.

OUR HISTORY

About The Epoch Times

The Epoch Times is an independent and privately held news media company based in New York. Our growing net-
work of local reporters in the United States and throughout the world uncovers local and international stories that are
unavailable elsewhere. We strive to make a positive impact on people’s lives by reporting news in a responsible and
truthful way and by upholding universal human values, rights, and freedoms. We are a business that puts our readers’

A special strength of The Epoch Times is our coverage of China. Today, the world is increasingly looking to China,
as this troubled giant goes through tremendous changes. Business and political leaders, and also world citizens, want to
understand better what is happening there. We are able to provide well-sourced stories that no one else has through the
original reporting done by the Chinese-language edition of The Epoch Times.

We take the long view of humanity’s history and future. Free of corporate and political constraints that limit the cover-
age of worldwide events in other media, The Epoch Times freely reports stories and presents a diversity of opinions that
make it a truly informative news source. We provide our readers ‘A Fresh Look at Our Changing World.’

The Epoch Times began as a weekly Chinese newspaper, Da Ji Yuan, for Chinese people living outside of China. The
Chinese language edition of The Epoch Times has become the most widely distributed Chinese newspaper outside of
Taiwan and China, and is published in 11 cities in the United States, 4 cities in Canada, and in many other countries
worldwide, such as Australia, the U.K., Taiwan and Hong Kong.

The English edition of The Epoch Times launched in September 2003 on the web, and in August 2004 as a newspaper
in New York. It is currently published in New York, Washington D.C., Boston, Dallas, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Toronto and Vancouver. The Epoch Times is also published internationally in 10 languages in 30 countries, including
Germany, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Australia, Korea, Japan and Argentina.
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