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2009 Honda Fit Is Loads of Fun

BY MATHEW LITTLE
Epoch Times Staff

The Fit is a small car with an
ingenuous interior that makes it
seem bigger than it looks on the
outside.

It takes its name from this spa-
ciousness, and an innovative and
easy-to-use seating system that
lets the rear seats fold up or down.
With the bottom part of the rear
seats folded up, there is a tall verti-
cal area behind the front seats that
is perfect for a bike, houseplant,
or miniature pony. With the seats
folded down, the area behind the
front seats turns into a surprisingly
large and low-set cargo area.

With the back seat folded down
the front passenger seat can be
folded back flat making room for
those extra long loads, like surf-
boards or 2x4s for a basement ren-
ovation.

The 2007-2008 Fit had a fourth
seating configuration where the
front seat could fold back almost
completely flat making a nifty bed,
but this configuration was dropped
to make room for more leg room in
the back seat.

And room it has. I packed the
car with my wife and three tallish
friends in the back and everyone
reported ample leg and head room;
not bad for a sub compact.

Everyonethatrodein the car with
me commented on the space-ship
like interior and the large windows.
The Fit has excellent visibility over-
all, and a uniquely deep dashboard
that adds to the car’s spacious inte-
rior. In ahead of the front doors are
two small triangular windows that
intersect with the dashboad, and
add both to the spacey design of
the Fit and its bright visage.

The driver-centric layout of the
dash puts controls for the stereo
and climate within easy reach. The
two cup holders for both the pas-
senger and driver (eight in total
counting the ones in the back) come
as an unexpected but surprisingly
useful feature. The 160-watt four-
speaker stereo gives a decent full

sound that is more than adequate.
On the down side, the design of
the dash makes installing an after
market stereo look like it could be a
difficult and messy job. The stereco
has an easily accessible aux jack
for an iPod on the dash and the
Sport model has a USB jack in the
top glove box (there are two) that
lets the stereo read music tags from
your USB stick or mp3 player.

While the Fit is an economy car
it was pleasantly well-powered by
its .5L, iIVTEC® 4-cylinder engine.
The 117HP it puts out at 6600 rpm
isn’t a lot but services this small car
well. 1T was frequently compelled
to zip around a little quicker than
I should have. It’s the Fit’s respon-
sive electronically-assisted and pin-
ion steering, coupled with its great
visibility that lends confidence in
otherwise tricky driving situations.

The 5-speed manual transmis-
sion was crisp and clean, with a
noticeably light clutch.

While the power and handling
were both good, the trade-off was
that the Fit lets you feel every bump
on the road. For drivers used to the
more cushy drive of an American
automobile, the Fit’s relative close-
ness to the road, both in height and
feel, may come as an unwelcome
experience.

Honda says the fit sips 28 mpg
in town, 35 mpg on the highway.
On this fast-start and fast-stop test
drive (the worst way to drive a car
if you want to get good fuel econ-
omy) the Fit gave us 31 mpg. How-
ever, other test drivers have found
the fit can score its advertised fuel
economy if driven more conserva-
tively.

At $18,760 before freight and
taxes, the Fit Sport stacks up well
against the competition. The DX
comes in at $14,550, about $1800
more than Toyota’s entry-level
Yaris, but the extra cost seems rea-
sonable for the slightly better feel
and interior quality of the Fit.

Overall, the Fit was a great little
car and a solid choice for anyone
looking for a practice car that is
fun to drive and good on gas.
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- Resurface Rotors
- Install premium pads (2 wheels)
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P Jazz Drum Class
POStagelShlppmg Want to be a drummer? Can

Own A Computer?

Business Opportunities
Put It To Work!!

Put your PICTURE on REAL
U.S. POSTAGE STAMPS that
you Design with Your Favorite
Photos, Cool Images, Special
Messages.
VIPpostagePlus.com
(800) 964-8306

(562) 376-0953

Health/Medicine

VRXsupplement.com
Men, Increase pleasure and
enhance  virility  naturally
w/o harmful side effects. 1-
800-320-6595. Sponsored by:
uSaveOnMedical.com

teach at your home. Contact 917-
650-6068, 626-786-1072

Free Meditation
Falun Dafa, a powerful practice to
improve mind and body. Pls look

Opportunity to earn Executive
Level Income from your home.
Set your own hours. Try what
works!!!  Great testimonials.
Go to www.LikeSoup.com for
more information.

$25 - $75/hr pt/ft
FREE INFORMATION
www.wellnessandwealth4you.com

Real Estate

Oregon Horse Ranch
For Sale by Owner, 69 ac. Mt.

for free practice site in your neigh-
borhood. More info pls visit www.
FalunDafa.org or call 1-888-9SD-
FLDF (1-888-973-3533).

Personal

YOUR

CRIMINAL ATTORNEY
GETS RESULTS
All Federal & State Criminal
Charges Also Clear Old Crimi-
nal Convictions. Affordable &
Flexible Flat Rates 24/7. Jerome
Bradford (213) 622-3114

Hiring
1. Electronic Engineer
2. Sales Staff
3. Secretary
Working Place: Torrance, CA.
Pls contact keli.wang@umeeintl.
com

Hood view, beautiful Cascade
Range, 70 x 132 indoor riding
arena w 35 stalls. 30 min to
Portland airport. Mobile home,
house & filed for approval 2 more
houses. Call 503-632-6438

Wanted/Donations

CLASSIFIED
AD HERE

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Three generations of Chinese
medical practices. Secret recipes
treating sterililty, diabetes, high
blood pressure, depression, in-
somnia and asthma, etc. Accept
health insurance. Please call 626-
462-9388. Address: 630 W. Duarte
Rd., #201, Arcadia, CA 91007

Cheap Air-tickets & Tours
Cheap round trip air tickets for
US-China/Taiwan/Hong Kong.
Cheap tours to China/Taiwan.
East Coast Tours: Buy 2 get
1 FREE! (Limited time and
people). 1-888-965-7888. www.

Jung & Yuen, LLP seeks attor-
ney with professional banking
experience. Litigate banking
and real estate matters in State
and Federal courts. Represent
banks and municipal govern-
ments in civil matters. Job loca-
tion in Los Angeles. Applicants
send resume to: HR, 888 South
Figueroa St., Ste. 720, Los
Angeles, CA 90017

Dental Assistant Wanted
No experience necessary. Great
dental office, contact: drshih@
shcglobal.net

PC’s Wanted
Local minority 501c¢ non-profit
seeks PC donations for com-
munity training and youth pro-

keeptravel.com

Radio/Television

Chiropractic
Relieves tensions in shoulder,
back and neck. Special treatment
of chiropractic. 909-618-7257,
WWW.merrysun.com

Sound of Hope
International Radio  Station
for Chinese people all over the
world.  www.soundofhope.net.
SOH Radio “Breaking News”

Best Propolis
Alcohol-Free  Brazilian Bee
Propolis Extract, Nature’s Im-
mune-Booster, No Artificial
Color or Flavoring. Propolis is a
substance extracted and metabo-
lized by bees from secretion of
tree trunks, branches and flower
petals. Special discount: $23/
bottle, $19/bottle with purchase
over 6 bottles. Buy 24 bottles,
get 1 free. 10007 Belhaven Rd,
Bethesda, MD 20817. Tel: 301-
571-1988 / 301-437-8289

Teaching

Chinese lessons
Beginner’s, Intermediate or Ad-
vanced level Chinese class; Adult
or Kids, Mandarin or Cantonese.
Not a simple Chinese language
school, but a Cultural school.

Call 858-565-8008.
www.chineseschoolsd.com

web site http://sohnews.com/
category/breaking-news/

New Tang Dynasty Television

Free Chinese TV programs for
overseas Chinese. 24 hour satel-
lite broadcast. News, Economic
Review, Theater, Sports, Cul-
ture, Art. NTDTV contact: 323-
981-9435. Satellite Installation
contact: 626-758-8798

Job Opportunities

Planned Parenthood of Pasadena
has a full time temporary
position available for an
experienced Health Educator.
Required: A valid CA driver’s

ROCKWELL LENDING

Banks Say No We Say Yes
Good or Bad Credit Welcome
Stop all Collectors’ Calls!

Get Cash Now

Call 1-866-534-4674
Starting At 5 thousand & UP!

Personal Loans
Auto Loans

Debt Consolidation
Business Loans

Just Cause Productions, Inc.
seeks Line Producer (video
games). Duties include manage
motion capture projects for
video game development,
production  budget control.
B.A. degree required. Work
location: Marina Del Rey, CA.
Mail resume to: HR, 4096
Glencoe Ave., Marina Del Rey
CA 90292.

grams. 310.749.3016

Technical Writer

Write supporting letters, state-
ments, affidavits, declarations,
correspondences and  other
materials in petitions for ben-
efits. Required Master in Eng-
lish/Linguistics obtained in
an accredited university in the
US. $25hr.(Full Time). Send
resume to Leo Pelletier & Wu,
1661 Hanover Road, #215, City
of Industry, CA 91748/(626)
839-2550
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CLASSIFIED
AD HERE
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A FRESH LOOK AT OUR CHANGING WORLD
To place your classified:

Times

license, a reliable means of
transportation. Ability to speak
and read Chinese (Mandarin),
ability to write Chinese
desirable. For more information
please call Sue Keppler or Nisha
Varghese, on 626-794-5737 ext
105. To apply for the position
please send your resume and
cover letter to: employment@
pppasadena.org

Graphic Designer

YCI, Inc. Precision machine tools
company seeks Graphic Designer.
Use computer tools to design print
ads, promotional flyers, websites
and banners. B.A. in related field is
required. Work location in Santa Fe
Springs, CA. Please send resume to
HR at 10629 Forest Street, Santa Fe
Springs, CA 90670

LOS ANGELES
Call: 1-888-853-4774
scal@epochtimes.com
Fax: 1-626-401-1221 or

Mail to: The Epoch Times
9550 Flair Dr.,
Suite 503
El Monte, CA 91731-2924

SAN DIEGO
Call: 1-619-578-8498
sandiego@epochtimes.com
Fax: 1-866-733-0390 or
-‘Mailto: The Epoch Times
10755 Scripps Poway Pkwy.,
Suite 528

.
S}?aego, CA 92131-3924
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Ford F-150 Named Texas Truck
of the Year for 2008

BY JO ANN HOLT
Special to The Epoch Times

Members of the Texas Auto Writers Association
(TAWA) spent two long days of tough on-and- off-
road testing to choose the best truck and sport util-
ity vehicles (SUVs) in Texas. After a weekend of
rough and tumble driving over dirt trails, steep hills,
and moguls at Decatur’s Oak Grove Track, the par-
ticipating journalists crowned the 2009 Ford F-150
truck the 2008 Truck of Texas.

This highly sought after award is extremely
important to the automotive industry, since Texans
account for the largest percentage of truck buyers in
North America. With these statistics in mind, the
2008 Texas Truck Rodeo featured 55 vehicles and
drew over 80 industry representatives.

Texas Ford Motors was also named the Truck Line
of Texas, while the Ford Flex and Ford Expedition
King Ranch received top honors as Crossover Util-
ity Vehicle (CUV) and SUV of Texas, respectively.
Sweeping all four vehicle-centered top honors, Ford
emerged the clear winner at this year’s TAWA Texas
Truck Rodeo.

“This is high praise, especially the coveted “Truck
of Texas’ top prize,” said Mark Fields, Ford’s Presi-
dent of the Americas. “Texas Auto Writers are the
toughest truck critics because they know firsthand
and truly appreciate how core truck customers really
use their pickups. We're honored that TAWA recog-
nizes that the new F-150 offers consumers class-lead-
ing capability, unsurpassed fuel economy, and dura-
bility that shows how closely we’ve been listening to
our customers for the 31 years Ford trucks have been
America’s favorite,” he added.

Harold Gunn, President of TAWA, said this year’s
competition was tighter than ever because all of the
manufacturers are delivering outstanding trucks.
‘The Truck of Texas is really the most important
award of its type in the industry,” said Gunn. “We
love trucks down here, and we really use these vehi-
cles every day. And since we spend so much time in
our vehicles, for us it’s not just about how the horse
feels being towed, but how your butt feels sitting in
the truck, too.”

On sale now, the new F-150 offers improved fuel
economy as a result of engineering enhancements.
The fuel economy gains reach as high as 12 per-
cent versus the prior model year on F-150 models

equipped with the high-volume three-valve, 5.4-liter
V-8 engine. At the same time, the new F-150 delivers
class-leading towing capability of 11,300 pounds and
hauling capacity of 3,030 pounds.

Other Ford Motor Company vehicles winning
j[op1 hgnors in their categories at the TAWA Rodeo
include:

Best Luxury Pickup: 2009 Ford F-150 King Ranch
Best Full-Size CUV: 2009 Ford Flex

Best Mid-Size CUV: 2009 Mazda CX9

Best Luxury CUV: 2009 Lincoln MK X

Best Mid-Size SUV: 2009 Ford Explorer

Best Heavy Duty Pickup:

2009 Ford F-350 Super Duty Cabela’s Edition

Other winning vehicles included:

Full-size Pickup Truck:

2009 Dodge Ram 1500 Laramie 4X4
Mid-size Pickup Truck:

2009 Toyota Tacoma D-Cab 4X4
Full-size Sport Utility Vehicle:

2009 GMC 2WD Yukon Hybrid
Compact Sport Utility Vehicle:

2009 Suzuki Grand Vitara Xsport
Full-size Luxury Sport Utility Vehicle:
2009 Cadillac Escalade Hybrid
Mid-size Luxury Sport Utility Vehicle:
2009 Mercedes-Benz ML320 BlueTEC
Compact Crossover Utility Vehicle:
2009 Subaru Forester 2.5X

Awarded outstanding feature or innovation was
the 2009 Dodge Ram Box.

TAWA will present the Truck of Texas and
other manufacturer’s awards at their Truck Rodeo
Awards Banquet Friday, November 14 at the Texas
Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum in Waco, Texas.
For more information about the Texas Auto Writers
Association (TAWA) please visit www.texasautow-
riters.org.

Jo Ann Holt is a journalist and car writer and a
member of Texas Auto Writers Association (TAWA)
who admits she’s still black and blue from all the off-
road driving last weekend.




