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2008 Ford Focus

BY TITUS HSU
Epoch Times Toronto Staff

There is no doubt that the Focus
holds a key position in the Ford Mo-
tor Company vehicle lineup. Its af-
fordable price and exceptional per-
formance in its class have won wide
recognition. For 2008, Ford has re-
designed the car throughout; unfor-
tunately, the hatchback version is
no longer available.

The new Focus has a bold look
and shares design cues with its Fu-
sion and Taurus siblings. The hori-
zontal metal bar grille is Ford’s cur-
rent distinguishing design element.

At 391 L, the cargo carrying ca-
pacity is impressive for a sedan. The
large side mirrors are great for keep-
ing track of the surroundings.

The Focus is available in 3 trim
levels: S, SE, and SES. The MSRP
for the base model of the SES is
$16,375.

The Interior

The cabin is very spacious, and
the front bucket seats provide good
support for the driver and front pas-
senger. The 60/40 split folding seat
can accommodate up to three pas-
sengers in the back. The test vehicle
was also equipped with the optional
power moonroof.

The center console shows in-
formation such as the current ra-
dio station and the time. Two sets
of similarly arranged buttons and
knobs control the audio system and
climate control system respectively.
Air conditioning and Sirius satel-
lite radio receiver are both standard
features.

At the base of the console are two
12V DC outlets to accommodate a
wide variety of in-car appliances.

Between the two outlets is an auxil-
iary audio input jack for connecting
an MP3 player. An optional USB
port is also available.

Think Sync

Ford Sync is a software system
co-developed with Microsoft, ex-
clusively for Ford and Lincoln ve-
hicles. In a nutshell, Sync links the
car audio system with cell phones
through Bluetooth, and with digital
music players through USB. Voice
commands can be used to control
the phone and the music players for
complete hands-free communica-
tion. Press a button on the steering
wheel to put the vehicle in listening
mode, and just say the command.
The voice recognition is sophisti-
cated enough that you can tell it to
play all songs by a certain artist or
in a certain genre in the USB-con-
nected player.

Following the instructions, pair-
ing the Sync system to my Sony
Ericsson W300i cell phone through
Bluetooth was very simple. I tried
receiving phone calls through the
Sync system, and it worked very
well. When you turn off the engine
and open the door, the cell phone is
automatically disconnected.

Sync is a powerful convenience
feature, and Ford has made it a
standard feature on the SES model.
It is also available as a $395 option
on the SE.

On the Road

The 2008 Focus is equipped with
a 2.0L I-4 engine that can produce
136 Ib.-ft. of torque and 140 hp at
peak. It’s not going to win sprint
races, but it is adequate to haul the
vehicle from a complete stop to 40
mph in a quiet and relaxed manner.

MOONROOF: A view to the outside with the moonroof open.
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The test vehicle was equipped
with the optional four-speed auto-
matic transmission. Step lightly on
the gas pedal, and it shifts up to
second then to third gear at 2,500
rpm. Reaching about 37 mph as it
shifts into third, the engine drops
down to 2,000 rpm. Ease off on the
gas pedal; it would further shift into
overdrive to reduce fuel consump-
tion and the engine runs at an easy
1,500 rpm. Because of this tendency
to cruise in overdrive, you may find
it lacking when you try to acceler-
ate gently. Step down on the gas,
however, the transmission knows to
downshift, and you get a lot more
power to the wheels.

On the highway, the engine runs
around 2,000 rpm while cruising at
about 60 mph. The fuel consump-
tion is rated at 24 mpg on city roads
and 35 mpg on the highway. During
the testing period, with mostly city
driving and a bit of highway driv-
ing, the onboard computer calculat-
ed my fuel consumption to be about
26 mpg.

In the handling department, I
think the suspension is the most
exceptional aspect of this car—
MacPherson struts in the front and
independent multilink in the back.
A front anti-roll bar is standard
on all models, while the SES also
comes with a rear anti-roll bar. The
springs have been tuned to provide
good support in tight turns but at
the same time dampen the unpleas-
ant bumps on the road to give a
well-supported ride.

Safety Features

The 2008 Focus is equipped with
two dual-stage front airbags, two
front-seat side airbags, and two
front-to-back side-curtain airbags
to ensure passenger safety. Stopping
power is provided by disc brakes in
the front and drum brakes in the
back. ABS is standard on SES mod-
els and optional on SE and S mod-
els. There is also an electronic tire
pressure monitoring system to en-
sure that the tires are properly in-
flated.

Final Thoughts

The 2008 Focus is a very civilized
car that has enough power to meet
day-to-day city driving needs. The
price tag puts it in direct competi-
tion with the likes of the Corolla and
the Civic. Considering the number
of features and its handling, it pro-
vides good value for your buck.

It would be nice to see a light-
weight hatchback version of the new
Focus. I imagine it would be a lot of
fun driving a manual-transmission
three-door Focus based on the cur-
rent platform.
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Put your PICTURE on REAL
U.S. POSTAGE STAMPS that
you Design with Your Favorite
Photos, Cool Images, Special
Messages.
VIPpostagePlus.com
(800) 964-8306
(562) 376-0953

Jazz Drum Class
Want to be a drummer? Can
teach at your home. Contact 917-
650-6068, 626-786-1072

Free Workshop
Falun Dafa Free workshop, a pow-
erful practice to improve mind and
body. 3/8, Sat, 1pm - 2pm, Mira
Mesa Library. More info visit www.
falundafa.org or call 1-888-9SD-
FLDF (973-3533)

Magic Effects
Health products for men: In-
crease energy and remain youth-
ful. Please call 1-888-518-7778

Traditional Chinese Medicine
Three generations of Chinese
medical practices. Secret recipes
treating sterililty, diabetes, high
blood pressure, depression, in-
somnia and asthma, etc. Accept
health insurance. Please call 626-
462-9388. Address: 630 W. Duarte
Rd., #201, Arcadia, CA 91007

LIVEHAPPY

Kind, healthy, sophisticated,
secure, young 39 yrs., attrac-
tive male seeks open-minded,
compassionate, optimistic, pe-
tit, pretty lady, 23 — 40 yrs., for
a meaningful, happy life. Call
626-319-9872.

Staff Accountant
In charge of bank reconcilia-
tion, accounts payable & cash
disbursement verification and
coding, accounting adjustment,
preparation of periodic financial
statements & reports, resolution
of accounting problems. Re-
quired Master in Accounting +
experience/practical knowledge
in account reconciliation, ad-
justmentand handling. $52,084/
yr. Job & Interview: Los Ange-
les, CA. Send/fax resume to
Serena Ho, Midway Rent A Car,
Inc.,4751 Wilshire #120, LA,
CA 90010/323-954-5289

Own A Computer?
Put It To Work!!
$25 - $75/hr pt/ft
FREE INFORMATION
www.wellnessandwealth4you.com

LOOKING FOR A GOOD MAN

Ling, from Shandong, China,
born 1980, good heart. Some
English. Looking for a good
man to marry (between 30 and
45 years old), Call (626) 404-
6956 for more information

Chiropractic
Relieves tensions in shoulder,
back and neck. Special treatment
of chiropractic. 909-618-7257,
WWW.merrysun.com

Best Propolis
Alcohol-Free  Brazilian Bee
Propolis Extract, Nature’s Im-
mune-Booster, No Artificial
Color or Flavoring. Propolis is a
substance extracted and metabo-
lized by bees from secretion of
tree trunks, branches and flower
petals. Special discount: $23/
bottle, $19/bottle with purchase
over 6 bottles. Buy 24 bottles,
get 1 free. 10007 Belhaven Rd,
Bethesda, MD 20817. Tel: 301-
571-1988 / 301-437-8289

DISTRESS Sale -
Bank Foreclosures
Free list of Foreclosure Proper-
ties. Receive a FREE daily list by
email. (800) 458-5909 ID# 5042
www.FreelnfoSanDiego.com

Auditor

Audit business financial records
& prepare financial reports
summarizing financial posi-
tions & regulations compliance
for public trading underwriting/
tax planning. Required Master
in Financial/Taxation/Account-
ing + 2 years work experience
in auditing business establish-
ment & knowledge in tax plan-
ning. $52, 083/yr. Job/Interview
in Diamond Bar, CA. Send/Fax
ad & resume to HR, United In-
ternational Accountancy Corp.,
22632 Golden Springs Drive,
Ste.100, Diamond Bar, CA
91765 / (626) 737-0257

Equi-Balance Equine Services

Eco-friendly consultant for stable
construction and management.
Classical and natural instruction
and training in dressage, 3-day
event, and jumping. Also dres-
sage as fundamental basic in all
forms of riding. All training and
consulting relationships offered
with honesty, compassion, har-
mony for rider and horse. Cheryl
Kipp-Casati, 520-293-8668

Oregon Horse Ranch

For Sale by Owner, 69 ac. Mt.
Hood view, beautiful Cascade
Range, 70 x 132 indoor riding
arena w 35 stalls. 30 min to
Portland airport. Mobile home,
house & filed for approval 2 more
houses. Call 503-632-6438

PC’s Wanted
Local minority 501c¢ non-profit
seeks PC donations for com-
munity training and youth pro-
grams. 310.749.3016

Sound of Hope
International ~ Radio  Station
for Chinese people all over the
world. www.soundofhope.net

New Tang Dynasty Television

Free Chinese TV programs for
overseas Chinese. 24 hour satel-
lite broadcast. News, Economic
Review, Theater, Sports, Cul-
ture, Art. NTDTV contact: 323-
981-9435. Satellite Installation
contact: 626-758-8798

Health Educator
Planned Parenthood of Pasadena
hasafull time temporary position
available for an experienced
Health  Educator.  Required:
A valid CA driver’s license, a
reliable means of transportation.
Ability to speak and read
Chinese (Mandarin), ability to
write Chinese desirable. For
more information please call
Sue Keppler or Nisha Varghese,
on 626-794-5737 ext 105. To
apply for the position please send
your resume and cover letter to:
employment@pppasadena.org

Special Promotional Rate

Valid thru June 30th
20% discount
4 weeks for $40
plus
1 week FREE!

The

Violin Lesson

Violin Lesson for kids & adults.
Teach skills, theory, performing.
Use Suzuki methods for kids & se-
lective material for adv. students.
Help on school band assignments.
15 yrs teaching experience. Af-
fordable price. FREE lesson for
first time students.

Jim 858-547-8840 @ Mira Mesa

LAW CLERK
Research and analyze law
sources to investigate facts
and law of cases, to determine
causes of action and to draft
legal documents; Analyze client
materials, classify clients need
in legal prospective and prepare
client declaration; Summarize
deposition transcripts. Req.
MCL/LLM. $38400/year. Fax
resume (626) 810-9533 or e-
mail  emily@maylioulaw.com
to Law Offices of May Liou in
the City of Industry

Own Your Own Home Business
Healthy Chocolate Company
Seeks Dealers. Mgrs. avg.
$7,000/mo or more. Less than
$100.00 to get started.
www.LARLP.net

MPM

A brilliant new approach to extra
income. No selling, no quotas,
no qualifying for your income,
no cost to sign, and all the tools
you need are free! Go to www.
cashranger.net, and the CEO will
tell you all about it and help you
get started.
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LOS ANGELES
Call: 1-888-853-4774
scal@epochtimes.com
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Mail to: The Epoch Times
9550 Flair Dr.,
Suite 503
El Monte, CA 91731-2924
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CONTROLS: The center console
with two sets of similarly arranged
buttons. TiTUs HSU/THE EPOCH TIMES

PLUG IN: 12V DC outlets and the aux input jack. Sync-equipped models
would also have a USB connector. TiTusHsU/THE EPOCH TIMES

2008 Suzuki XL7 Limited

BY JO ANN HOLT
Special to The Epoch Times

The 2008 Suzuki XL7 Limit-
ed is a stylish and modern-look-
ing crossover SUV built on a car
platform, which anyone would be
proud to drive. I really enjoyed
driving the test model (a beauti-
ful Cranberry Metallic with beige
leather seats and faux wood trim
inside) around town recently.
Starting with the unique front fas-
cia—a three-bar grille framed by

jewel-type headlamps with the Su-

zuki “S” badge as the centerpiece,
the Suzuki XL7 draws a lot of sec-
ond glances.

The XL7 is also a very com-
fortable passenger car, seating up
to seven passengers thanks to the
available third-row seating, which
offered plenty of leg room. It’s also
a great car for moving furniture
or other items, as it handles heavy
loads with ease thanks to the Nivo-
mat self-leveling rear suspension
that automatically adjusts for load
weight. Towing capacity is rated at

3,500 pounds, allowing drivers to
pull their motorcycle or boat trail-
ers with ease.

Justafew of the luxuryitems that
were included on the Limited edi-
tion were navigation system, DVD
entertainment system, rear vision
camera (displayed on the rearview
mirror so the driver doesn’t have
to look down), heated leather front
seats, remote start (from as far
away as almost 200 feet), chrome
wheels, and a sunroof.

The Suzuki engine is a 3.6L
DOIJC V6 with automatic trans-
mission (and clutchless-manual
capability) that delivers 252 hp and
243 1b.-ft. of torque for a smooth
performance. The XL7 Limited
also features 17-inch aluminum al-
loy wheels, chrome twin tailpipes,
and a roof rack as standard equip-
ment. Electronically controlled
on-demand all-wheel drive is also
available on all trim levels.

The XL7 received a five-star rat-
ing in the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration (NHT-
SA) front-impact and side-impact

crash tests. Drivers and passengers
also enjoy a traction control sys-
tem and electronic stability pro-
gram, plus a standard tire pressure
monitoring system that reports the
status of each tire.

Especially reassuring to drivers
is the fixed-ratio rack-and-pinion
steering that is tuned for respon-
siveness and that great “on-cent-
er” or all-is-well feeling. The XL7
is also backed by a 100,000-mile/7-
year, fully transferable powertrain
limited warranty.

The Suzuki XL7 Limited is
priced at $27,299, which means it
18 less expensive than competitors
such as the Toyota Highlander or
Honda Pilot. Gas mileage, which
has become increasingly impor-
tant with prices at the pump ris-
ing almost daily, is 15-16 miles per
gallon in town and 22 mpg on the
highway.

Jo Ann Holt is a columnist and
car writer based in Dallas, Texas,
and a member of the Texas Automo-
bile Writers Association (TAWA).

2008 Suzuki’s Flagship SUV provides style, comfort, performance and safety. suzukimepia



