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AUTOS
Cars Wanted  CASH paid for 
old and scrap cars, vans etc..
from $50 to $5,000. Call A&A 
at 416-684-4663

Gov’t Program $300** *- Junk 
Cars. We Sell Auto Parts. 
Tireshop used/new. Standard 
Auto Wreckers. Call us To-
day! Toronto. 416-286-8686  
www.JunkCars.ca

$$ WANTED $$
All Scrap Abandoned & 
Unwanted Vehicles. Highest 
Cash Paid Guaranteed.
Free Tow Included. Just 
Call 416-786-4585

REAL ESTATE
NEW Power of Sale and 
Fixer Upper homes WWW.
BestPropertyDeals.ca  R.J. 
Chipkar Real Estate Ltd, 
Brokerage 

Willowdale/Sheppard Area, 
Custom-built, elegant house, 
best schools location. 10’ 
ceilings main  oor, hardwood, 
kitchen aid, stainless steel 
apls. Finish basmt. Listing 

$1,428,000. Call: 647-891-
6345 Anna

POWER OF SALE Get FREE 
daily listings of NEW Power of 
Sale and Fixer Upper homes 
WWW.BestPropertyDeals.ca  
R.J. Chipkar Real Estate Ltd, 
Brokerage

Private waterview lots 7 
prime lots on the Kennebe-
casis River in Summerville 
NB 1+acres in area excellent 
boating and sailing from 80-
100k Call 1-506-832-4968 or 
visit online at www.longis-
landviewestates.com

BUS TOURS
Sandy’s Bus Tour 
Lic#5008066 Eire, Buffalo, 
NYC 416-536-1082 
www.sandysbustours.ca

PHOTOGRAPHY
Celine Saki Photography 
w w w . c e l i n e s a k i . c o m 
416-834-1490 Dedicated and 
experienced team of photogra-
phers available immediately for 
event photography, commercial 
product shots, family and pet 

portraitures.

BICYCLE 
REPAIR

Buy Sell Trade: New & Used, 
Rentals from $20 a day. 355 
Spadina Ave. 416340-2715

PET SERVICES

Umbrella Pet 
Services: Special-
izing in pet supplies, 
daycare, boarding & 
grooming. 9 Niagra 
St 416-593-4777

HEALTH & 
WELLNESS

M I N D F U L N E S S - B A S E D 
STRESS REDUCTION PRO-
GRAM expend your natural 
abilities cope with stress, pain 
and suffering –FREE introduc-
tory lecture. 885 Don Mills #121. 
Call (416) 449-6747 

FREE QIGONG class, a cultiva-
tion practice to improve mind & 
body. 416-300-9650 Donna

TEAS OF THE WORLD 
The most convenient tea shop 
in Toronto @ Yonge & Bloor 
subway under CIBC. Over 100 
types of tea, white green oolong 
black herbal. The Tea Market 
416-925-7630

SOUND & AUDIO
Freedom for China: Music 
inspired by human rights issues 
in China.  Global community of 
musicans with musical styles 
ranging from Folk to Alternative 
to Hip Hop. To get involved or 
 nd out more please visit www.
freedomforchina.co.uk

HOME 
SERVICES

Affordable Moving Rates. 
Short Notice OK. All size trucks 
available. Call *IDAT Movers* at 
416-893-2781

Moving Extravaganza! $40/hr. 
Short notice OK. Flat rates.
416-919-6683

HOME RENOVATION: Com-
plete Bathrooms & Kitchens, 
Tiling, Electrical, General Home 
Repairs. Call for Free Estimate 
416-826-6140 

Hirut Cleaning:
Clean Houses, Condos, 
Apartments and Of  ces. 
Pls call Hirut 416-508-6206 
or 416-925-9363 Email: 
neriah@rogers.com Website: 
www.hirutcleaning.com

House Cleaning: Cleaning lady 
available for house, apartment 
and of  ce. Please call 416-720-
4815 references available.

FLOORING: Carpet starts at 
$1.29/ft, laminate $2.99/ft, 
hardwood $5.99/ft, installation 
included, sanding, re  nishing, 
ceramics. Clyde 416-803-2818 

SPECIALIZING in plumbing, 
drainage of any pipe and toilets 
call 416-887-5859 Mr. Chen

LICENCED Heating, Cooling 
Appliances 416-818-4456

WEDDING INVITATIONS 
CUSTOM WEDDING & 
INVITATION PAPER. Over 
300 varieties with matching 

envelopes. The Print & Paper 
Shoppe 2 Bloor St W Unit L24. 
www.printandpaper.com

Quick Divorce, Sponsorship 
(Caregivers, spousal), Pardon, 
U.S. Waiver, Lawyer Assisted 
416-913-4700

AIRPORT pick-up and shuttle 
services. Small size moving, 
delivery of any appliances and 
furniture. 416-564-9996

COMPUTER 
SERVICES

Computer network Internet 
problems repair, software hard-
ware upgrade and install, virus 
spyware remove, data backup 
restore, as well as any unknown 
problems. Call: 416-836-5879.

TAX/ACCOUNTING 
SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL Accounting 
Services for Individuals & 
Businesses: Payroll, Taxa-
tion, NUANS, Registration, 
Article  ling and more. 
416-756-2680

MOVING & 
CARTAGE

Professional Mover for Industrial 
and Commercial. Licenced and 
Insured. Free packing boxes. 
416-917-8803 or 416-493-9050

EDUCATION
ESL tutor, native speaker, 
20 years experience with 
TDSB. Specializing: inter-
mediate-TOEFL. Speaking, 
Listening, Writing, Business   
English, Pronunciation. 
Dianne: 416-654-4742

CATERING/
PREPARED MEALS

Holiday Festivity Catering
Delicious and Healthy 
European/Canadian Cater-
ing for Business or Social 
functions. (416) 410-2928 
www.HeartyCatering.com 

ITEMS FOR SALE
Hot Wheels Monster Jam 
trucks mint for collectors. call 
weekends 647-342-1138

Buddha & Boddhisatva statues 
big size & made of brass. call: 
647-403-3844

Steel Buildings
Recession Discount
18x21 Reg $6,279 Now $4,186 
36x51 Reg $15,047 Now 
$10,031  105x105 Reg $87,362 
Now $58,241
+Code Adj Erection Avail.
www.seg-grp.com Source 
#16M Phone: 800-964-8335

BUSINESS 
FOR SALE

Ink Re  ll Business for sale,
Franchise Business ask for 
$85,000 Ideal for Husband 
&wife, Located at Markham 
and Lawrence, 416-824-
0815 or 416-604-8815

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

Looking for serious & self-
employed person interested 
in health products business. 
Please call Phillip 416-493-
6742

We accept:

707-6189

$15 / Week
   based on 4 line ad 

Call 
298-1933416

Submission deadline: Tue. 5pm
Cancellation deadline: Wed. 1pm

416

By CHRIS JACKSON
MyCarData

As fuel prices rise, fuel effi  ciency 
becomes a bigger selling point, 
putting sales of large SUVs on the 
decline. The market for smaller 
sport-utes and crossover vehicles 
is still robust, though, as custom-
ers move into more economical 
vehicles that maintain a high 
level of bad-weather control and 
versatility. Mercedes’ GLK350 is 
the way to have your luxury com-
pact crossover and your three-
pointed star, too.

The GLK-Series is a comfort-
able step below the ML-Class 
on Mercedes’ SUV ladder. It’s 
based on the C-Class platform 
and is new to the U.S. for 2010. 
The smallest SUV yet off ered by 
Mercedes is no cheap entry-level 
crossover, though. The GLK350 
packs serious luxury and utility 
into its compact body.

The clean styling is as crisp as 
a tuxedo, and marks the GLK as 
a member of the Mercedes SUV 

family. The GLK combines ele-
ments of the upright G-Class 
with the angular C-Class, and the 
result is a capable-looking urban 
SUV. A long hood and bold two-
bar Mercedes family grille give 
this vehicle a more assertive look 
than the snub-nosed ML-Class, 
and if the upright windshield 
makes it look a bit like a Subaru 
Forester in formal wear, that’s 
not an entirely bad thing. At the 
rear, the standard dual exhaust 
and stainless steel sill protector 
provide an upscale look. Strong 
character lines at the sides and 
a roof spoiler prevent the de-
sign from looking too boxy. It’s 
also functional, with integrated 
roof rails, short overhangs front 
and rear, and a decent amount 
of ground clearance should you 
want to tackle an unpleasant 
road. Nineteen-inch wheels are 
standard, with optional twenties 
available.

Slide inside, and the GLK is 
relentlessly elegant, with piano-
black trim and a very clean in-

terior. Some compact crossovers 
are little more than dressed-up 
economy cars, but the GLK350 is 
a fi rst-class ticket. The upright 
seating, long wheelbase, and 
ample headroom make for an airy 
cabin—the standard panoramic 
sunroof doesn’t hurt, either. Mer-
cedes has paid extra attention to 
driver comfort, and the pedals 
and steering wheel are aligned 
to complement the upright seat-

ing position and provide long-
distance comfort. Mercedes’ sig-
nature driver-information screen 
in the speedometer is a part of 
the GLK’s design, while the CO-
MAND infotainment system, 
a navigation system, and Mer-
cedes Parktronic parallel-park-
ing assist are available. Cargo 
space is generous, and the GLK 
includes a cargo cover, tie-down 
hooks and an under-fl oor storage 

compartment.
Power is provided by a 3.5 litre 

V6, and acceleration is surpris-
ingly robust. Credit the 268 horse-
power, two-ton curb weight and 
seven-speed automatic transmis-
sion, or just credit the fact that it’s 
a Mercedes. The GLK tops out at 
230 km/h, which is faster than 
many family sedans, let alone 
the average compact SUV. The 
4MATIC all-wheel drive system 
is biased toward the front wheels 
and tuned for predictable under-
steer in emergencies.

On pavement, the GLK is com-
fortable and composed, with 
sedan-like road manners. Uni-
body construction is used, and 
a fully independent suspension 
with MacPherson struts up front 
and a multi-link rear. Mercedes 
has even performed some aerody-
namic magic with the chassis to 
enhance high-speed stability, so 
the GLK drives like a Mercedes 
sedan at freeway speeds. The GLK 
features Mercedes “Agility Con-
trol” selective damping system, 
which provides active-suspension 
comfort and security. A tire pres-
sure monitor and Electronic Sta-
bility Program (ESP) with trailer 
sway reduction are standard. An 
“Adaptive Brake” system is also 

standard equipment. In this sys-
tem, Mercedes has bundled a 
number of brake-assistance fea-
tures, including the anti-lock 
brakes, acceleration skid control, 
and anti-yaw programming, into 
a cooperative unit that detects 
driving conditions and applies 
the brakes accordingly to keep the 
GLK-Class stable and level during 
emergency braking. The system 
also pre-charges the brakes when-
ever the accelerator is released, 
and has a brake-drying feature for 
wet weather driving. One of the 
hallmarks of the crossover seg-
ment is excellent road manners, 
and the GLK350 has this quality 
down.

As luxury crossovers go, the 
GLK350 quickly made itself one 
of my favourites. The styling is 
crisp and elegant, the interior is 
comfortable without losing its 
“Mercedes-ness,” and it’s as com-
fortable on the road as a C-Class. 
Since the GLK350 could be con-
sidered a C-Class wagon, it’s not 
much of a surprise that it’s priced 
similarly, with prices starting at 
$41,800. 4MATIC all-wheel drive 
is standard, making the GLK350 
one of the fi rst Mercedes vehicles 
in recent memory that didn’t have 
me reeling at the sticker price.

By DURHL CAUSSEY

Extra padding in the bolsters 
provides superior lateral support 
during high-performance driving. 
During distance driving, I used 
the manual thigh support exten-
sion design to help reduce fatigue. 
However, once again I felt the 
bucket seats were too small. It is 

not that my rear is extra large, but 
I drove in a “pucker” because the 
seat was just too small for me. 

The smaller sport steering 
wheel gives you a better grip on 
the wheel, leading to better han-
dling on the road. Within easy 
reach, the paddle shifters allowing 

manual control were available. The 
shifter is off set, situated closer to 
the driver, for improved engage-
ment. I rarely use the paddle 
shifter, but my oldest son loves to 
use it. “Where else can you get a 
sedan ride with the feel of a sports 
car?” he asked. 

The engine is an award-win-
ning 3.5-litre V6 that unleashes 
290 horsepower, and rules the 
road powerfully. The intake valve 
design coupled with variable valve 
timing on the 12 exhaust valves 
helps the power plant generate 
incredible torque for off -the-line 
acceleration, improves power at 
higher engine speeds, and pro-
vides more thrills than you ever 
thought possible. Yet, the week I 
drove the Maxima I got just a little 
better in mileage than the offi  cial 
12.4 km/100 L city and highway 
9.1. 

The 2009 Maxima is sold in 
sport, sport and tech, and premium 
packages. All the extra items like 
trunk chassis reinforcement, XM 
satellite radio, memory system, 
rear spoiler, 19-inch aluminum-
alloy wheels, and parallel-seamed 
heated wrapped steering wheel 
with paddle shifts are additional 
expenses that add about $2,300 to 
the base price of $38,700.

The power-sliding moon roof, 
leather-appointed seats, 60/40 
split fold-down rear bench seat, 
and 4-wheel anti-lock braking 
system are just a few features in 
comparison to the dozens of other 

features that are part of the stan-
dard package.

My Maxima had the Ipod 
friendly feature, and the compact 
fl ash card slot. This feature allows 
you to download your MP3 music 
fi les onto a fl ash card, insert the 
card into the card slot, and play 
away. My favorite was the satellite 

radio. I was able to scroll through 
the channel lineup to fi nd the pro-
grams I wanted, whether it was 
sports or talk radio, and just enjoy. 
There are 170 channels of music 
and radio shows, most are com-
mercial free.

In the auto literature they talk 
about the Nissan Safety Shield. 

Advanced air bags that include 
dual-stage supplemental front air 
bags equipped with seat belt sen-
sors and an occupant-classifi cation 
system are part of this system. In 
Maxima, six standard air bags, 
including roof-mounted curtain 
side-impact air bags and front-
seat Activated Head Restraints are 

just some of the examples men-
tioned in the literature. Front seat 
belts utilize pretensioners to help 
tighten the belt when the front 
airbags deploy. And if your body 
puts much force on the belt, load 
limiters give a bit. Front-seat ac-
tive head restraints help reduce 
the chance of whiplash injuries to 
front-seat occupants by moving up 
and forward during certain rear-
end collisions.

The 2009 Maxima drives like 
a sports car but is as roomy as a 
sedan. It’s comfortable to drive, 
has great energy, is robust in at-
titude, slick in design, and af-
fordably priced. It kind of made 
me want to ask the manufacturer 
if I could drive it a little longer. 
They wouldn’t agree; apparently 
my trick wouldn’t work. Too many 
others had tried.

Durhl Caussey writes a car col-
umn read around the world. He 
may be reached at this paper or at 
dcaussey@sbcglobal.net. 

Mercedes-Benz GLK350. courtesy of netcarshow

Mercedes GLK350

It’s comfortable to 
drive, has great energy, 

is robust in attitude, 
slick in design, and 
aff ordably priced. 2009 Nissan Maxima. courtesy of nissan media

2009 Nissan Maxima 3.5 SV
The sophistication 
of a sedan or 
the thrill of a 
sports car?

Maxima interior. courtesy of nissan 
media


