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Lincoln MKZ

Unexpected luxury

By CASEY WILLIAMS
MyCarData

Lincoln’s MKZ is the car that has
thus far lived three lives. It started
as the Zephyr, co-developed with
the Mazda6-based Ford Fusion and
Mercury Milan. I like the Ford and
Mercury, but Zephyr’s soft leather
interior with dual cowl dash design
appealed to my sense of detail. The
THX sound system was beyond com-
pare. It also rode softer, making it a
comfortable long-distance tourer. I
drove the revised MKZ from Mem-
phis to Chicago and back in 2007.
From its American style to Japanese
handling, the sedan was a delight.
Here comes an even better car, fresh
off a substantial update.

Leading the way is a “bow-wake”
grille, shared with the MKS and de-
rived from the original 1940 Lincoln
Continental. LED taillamps brighten
the rear and highlight a contemporary
appearance. The rest of the exterior
is a mild update of the Zephyr/MKZ,
but is still handsome with its Euro-
Japanese profile.

Interior design is not as distinct or
historically inspired as the last MKZ,
but it shares good looks with the
larger MKS and is crafted from much
higher-quality materials. Redesigned
seats are upholstered with ultra-soft
Bridge of Weir leather, sourced from
the same tannery as the classic 1956
Continental. I don’t know how much
it costs Lincoln to install these seats,
but it is worth every penny for just
the smells alone.

Under the MKZ'’s taut skin is Ford’s
excellent 3.5-litre Duratec V6 engine
that delivers 263 horsepower and
249 Ib.At. of torque. The engine pro-
duces smooth power at almost any
speed. A six-speed automatic trans-
mission with manual shift mode is
standard. All-wheel-drive remains
optional (front-drive is standard). Al-
though o-100 mph times dropped
from 7.7 to 7.1 seconds, fuel economy
is arelatively frugal 13.1/8.7 L/100 km
city/highway.

'To make sure you only feel, but do
not hear, the excellent powertrain,
engineers stuffed in extra insula-

tion, laminated glass, and an acous-
tic headliner. They even flowed 130
km/h air at the car from all angles to
insure no unwanted noise was heard.
That’s all the better since you'll want
to luxuriate in sound from the THX II
5.1 surround sound with a 12-channel
amplifier, 6oo watts, and 14 speakers
that include two subwoofers. A 10 GB
hard drive stores up to 2,400 songs.

Said Chief Engineer J. D. Shana-
han, “The customer definitely should
notice how quiet the MKZ is. That’s
important—especially with luxury
sedan buyers who perceive that quiet-
ness equates to quality.”

Luxury sedan drivers also expect
the latest electronics, going way be-
yond concert quality audio. There’s
a long list that starts with Ford’s
SYNC system, co-developed with
Microsoft, that allows voice access
to linked iPODs, navigation, phone,
and Sirius satellite radio. Buyers can
also select a rear-backing camera and
rain-sensing wipers. A VHR (Vehicle
Health Report), which is a compila-
tion of data gathered from the car’s di-
agnostics computer, can be uplinked
to Lincoln service personnel if a mal-
function arises on the road. SIRIUS
Travel Link™ has thousands of res-
taurants and gas stations pre-loaded,
but can also route you around traffic
and accidents.

Shanahan continued, “The driv-
ing experience has been improved,
delivering a better ride and vehicle
control. Ride enhancements, a new
sport package, new technologies, the
signature Lincoln design and a strong
quality help the new 2010 Lincoln
MKZ set a new standard in midsize
luxury sedans.”

By the specs, an MKZ would seem
like little more than a restyle of an
aging sedan based on similar Ford
and Mercury models. That would be a
huge under-estimation of all that has
become the MKZ. Itis by all accounts
afirstrate entry-luxury car with tech-
nology and attention to detail (still
loving the seats) that is unmatched
by rivals. With prices beginning at
$37,900, competitors include the
Cadillac CTS, Lexus ES, Volvo S6o,
Saab 9-3, and Acura TL.

Aptly named

Dodge Challenger
beats any challenge

By JO ANN HOLT

Driving the 2009 Dodge Challenger
R/T around town—especially on
the freeway—may be the most fun
you can have this summer. It will
also guarantee you more attention
than you ever wanted. But if you
love muscle cars that go from zero
to 100 in less than a heartbeat, this
car is made for you.

I had only been driving the test
car, (a dazzling TorRed red with
black racing stripes, six-speed man-
ual transmission Challenger with
5.7-litre V& Hemi® VCT), about
10 minutes when a Sheriff’s Dep-
uty stopped me. He was working
a freeway “speed trap,” and I saw
his vehicle parked ahead in time to
slow down a little. Not quite enough
though.

As he got out and walked slowly
around the vehicle, T pulled out
my driver’s license and insurance
papers, prepared to take my speed-
ing ticket as graciously as possible.
The officer asked, “Did you know
you were going 111 in a 100 km/h
zone?”

“No sir, I wasn’t sure how fast [
was going,” I admitted somewhat
sheepishly.

“Do you mind if T ask why you
were in such a hurry?”

“Well, I really wasn’tin a hurry. 1
just got behind the wheel of this car
for the first time, so [ was practicing
shifting gears, and when [ went into
third gear it suddenly jumped way
ahead of my expectations. To tell you
the truth, my heart went right up
into my throat,” I added.

The officer smiled at this, and said,
“I'm not giving you a ticket this time,
just a warning to hold it down from
now on. And to tell you the truth, I
really just wanted to get a better look
at this great-looking car.”

Ilearned from this experience, and
was very careful the rest of the week
not to jump into third gear unless I
was in a 105 or 115 km/h speed zone.
Like a prize-winning racehorse, the
Challenger does not like it when
other cars speed ahead of it.

The next day I drove the Chal-
lenger out to the Music Hall at Fair
Park for a business meeting, which
had just started when a female voice
came on the intercom asking “Will
whoever is driving the red Dodge
Challenger please come to the front
security desk?”

Fearful that I might be illegally
parked, I left the meeting and ran
upstairs. It turned out to be Music
Hall manager Becky Terrill, who just
wanted to look inside the car.

“This is my dream car,” she

Ms. Terrill in the Challenger. PHOTO COURTESY OF SHAWN EDWARDS AT MUSIC
HALL

explained. “Can I have a look
inside?”

The attached photo, taken by In-
formation Specialist Shawn at DSM,
shows Ms. Terrill enjoying the view
from the front seat of the Challenger.
Many of the male employees of the
Music Hall had followed us upstairs
to look at the car, which gave me a
great idea for wanna-be buyers of the
Challenger. The owner of this char-
ismatic vehicle could probably make
monthly payments just by charging
people to sit in the car or have their
photos made near the car. Worth
atry.

The 2009 Dodge Challenger R/T
averages 14.7 L/100 km in town and
9.4 on the highway, not bad at all for
this kind of power. The base price is
$34,995 and standard equipment in-
cludes advanced multistage front air
bags and supplemental side curtain
front and rear air bags; electronic
stability program and all-speed trac-
tion control; performance steering
and suspension; instrument clus-
ter with tachometer; and anti-lock
4-wheel disc performance brakes.
It also comes with air conditioning,
remote keyless entry, and a 72 L fuel
tank, which means far fewer stops at

in 2009

the gas station.

The test model had added optional
equipment that raised the standard 4
speakers to 6 Boston Acoustic speak-
ers with 276-watt amplifier and Sir-
ius satellite radio; plus body-colour
exterior mirrors, heated front seats
and leather-trimmed bucket seats.
An electronics convenience group
added auto-dimming rearview
mirror with microphone, security
alarm, traveler trip computer, Uco-
nnect phone, IPod® interface, and
universal garage door opener for an
additional $1,560.

A multimedia navigation system
with GPS, compact spare tire and 2.0-
inch aluminum chrome clad wheels
along with the R/T Hood to Fender
Stripes brought the total price on the
test vehicle to $40,000.

If we were doing something simi-
lar to those credit card commercials
on TV, it would be: Annual fuel
cost at $0.90 cents/litre is $2,600
(which is much higher than people
in the Dallas/North Texas area are
currently paying at the pump); total
price of vehicle with extra options
$42,410; and celebrity car driver sta-
tus, priceless.

Jo Ann Holt is a journalist and car
columnist based in Dallas, Texas, and
a member of Texas Auto Writers As-
sociation (TAWA).
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Business or Social

AUTOS

Cars Wanted CASH paid for
old and scrap cars, vans etc..
from $50 to $5,000. Call A&A
at 416-684-4663

Gov’'t Program $300** *- Junk
Cars. We Sell Auto Parts.
Tireshop used/new. Standard
Auto Wreckers. Call us To-
day! Toronto. 416-286-8686
www.JunkCars.ca

$$ WANTED $$

All Scrap Abandoned &
Unwanted Vehicles. Highest
Cash Paid Guaranteed.
Free Tow Included. Just
Call 416-786-4585

REAL ESTATE

NEW Power of Sale and Fixer
Upper homes WWW.Best-
PropertyDeals.ca R.J. Chipkar
Real Estate Ltd, Brokerage

Willowdale/Sheppard Area,
Custom-built, elegant house,
best schools location. 10’
ceilings mainfloor, hardwood,
kitchen aid, stainless steel
apls. Finish basmt. Listing

$1,428,000. Call: 647-891-6345
Anna

POWER OF SALE Get FREE
daily listings of NEW Power of
Sale and Fixer Upper homes
WWW.BestPropertyDeals.ca
R.J. Chipkar Real Estate Ltd,
Brokerage

Private waterview lots 7
prime lots on the Kennebe-
casis River in Summerville
NB 1+acres in area excellent
boating and sailing from 80-
100k Call 1-506-832-4968 or
visit online at www.longisland-
viewestates.com

BUS TOURS

Sandy’s Bus Tour
Lic#5008066 Eire, Buffalo,
NYC 416-536-1082
www.sandysbustours.ca

BICYCLE
REPAIR

Buy Sell Trade: New & Used,
Rentals from $20 a day. 355
Spadina Ave. 416340-2715

PET SERVICES

«_ Services: Special-

,' izing in pet supplies,
.. % daycare, boarding & -
:‘&' grooming. 9 Niagra &
#o St 416-593-4777

HEALTH &
WELLNESS

MINDFULNESS-BASED
STRESS REDUCTION PRO-
GRAM expend your natural
abilities cope with stress, pain
and suffering -FREE introduc-
tory lecture. 885 Don Mills #121.
Call (416) 449-6747

FREE QIGONG class, a
cultivation practice to improve
mind & body. 416-300-9650
Donna

TEAS OF THE WORLD
The most convenient tea shop
in Toronto @ Yonge & Bloor

subway under
100 types of tea, white green
oolong black herbal. The Tea
Market 416-925-7630

SOUND & AUDIO

Freedom for China: Music in-
spired by human rights issues
in China. Global community of
musicans with musical styles
ranging from Folk to Alterna-
tive to Hip Hop. To get involved
or find out more please visit
www.freedomforchina.co.uk

HOME
SERVICES

Affordable Moving Rates.
Short Notice OK. All size trucks
available. Call *IDAT Movers* at
416-893-2781

Moving Extravaganza! $40/hr.
Short notice OK. Flat rates.
416-919-6683

HOME RENOVATION: Com-
plete Bathrooms & Kitchens,
Tiling, Electrical, General Home
Repairs. Call for Free Estimate
416-826-6140

Hirut Cleaning:

Clean Houses, Condos,
Apartments and Offices.

Pls call Hirut 416-508-6206
or 416-925-9363 Email:
neriah@rogers.com Website:
www.hirutcleaning.com

House Cleaning: Cleaning lady
available for house, apartment
and office. Please call 416-720-
4815 references available.

FLOORING: Carpet starts at
$1.29/ft, laminate $2.99/ft,
hardwood $5.99/ft, installation
included, sanding, refinishing,
ceramics. Clyde 416-803-2818

SPECIALIZING in plumbing,
drainage of any pipe and toilets
call 416-887-5859 Mr. Chen

LICENCED Heating, Cooling
Appliances 416-818-4456

WEDDING INVITATIONS
CUSTOM WEDDING &
INVITATION PAPER. Over
300 varieties with matching
envelopes. The Print & Paper
Shoppe 2 Bloor St W Unit L24.
www.printandpaper.com

Quick Divorce, Sponsorship

We accept: ‘ VISA ‘

(Caregivers, spousal), Pardon,
U.S. Waiver, Lawyer Assisted
416-913-4700

AIRPORT pick-up and shuttle
services. Small size moving,
delivery of any appliances and
furniture. 416-564-9996

COMPUTER
SERVICES

Computer network Internet
problems repair, software hard-
ware upgrade and install, virus
spyware remove, data backup
restore, as well as any unknown
problems. Call: 416-836-5879.

TAX/ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL Ac-
counting Services for
Individuals &  Businesses:

Payroll, Taxation, NUANS, Reg-
istration, Article filing and more.
416-756-2680

PHOTOGRAPHY

Celine  Saki Photography

416-834-1490 Dedicated and
experienced team of photogra-
phers available immediately for
event photography, commercial
product shots, family and pet
portraitures.

MOVING &
CARTAGE

Professional Mover for Industrial
and Commercial. Licenced and
Insured. Free packing boxes.
416-917-8803 or 416-493-9050

EDUCATION

ESL tutor, native speaker, 20
years experience with TDSB.
Specializing: intermediate-TOE-
FL. Speaking, Listening, Writing,
Business English,Pronunciation.
Dianne: 416-654-4742

CATERING/
PREPARED MEALS

Holiday  Festivity  Catering
Delicious and Healthy
European/Canadian Cater-

ing for
functions.  (416)  410-2928
www.HeartyCatering.com

ITEMS FOR SALE

Hot Wheels Monster Jam trucks
mint for collectors. call week-
ends 647-342-1138

Buddha & Boddhisatva statues
big size & made of brass. call:
647-403-3844

Steel Buildings

Recession Discount

18x21 Reg $6,279 Now $4,186
36x51 Reg $15,047 Now $10,031
105x105 Reg $87,362 Now $58,241
+Code Adj Erection Avail.
www.seg-grp.com Source
#16M Phone: 800-964-8335

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

Ink Refill Business for sale,
Franchise Business ask for
$85,000 Ideal for Husband
&wife, Located at Markham
and Lawrence, 416-824-0815
or 416-604-8815




