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Volkswagen Routan

By CHRIS JACKSON
MyCarData

So, before you ask: no, Volkswagen’s
new minivan isn’t a Microbus. It
doesn’t look like a Microbus, and it
doesn’t have the same attitude. And I
don’t know why that’s the case. Yes, I
know it would have been awesome if
they re-created the Microbus.

Now that we've gotten that out of
the way, let me introduce you to the
Volkswagen Routan. It’s not the sort
of van that Volkswagen is known for,
butit’s got plenty going for it nonethe-
less. Rather than designing its own
van from the ground up, Volkswagen
teamed up with the avowed minivan
experts of the industry at Chrysler.
Since it’s arguable whether Chrysler
or Volkswagen invented the minivan,
with the early-eighties Dodge Caravan
or late-Fifties Microbus, respectively, it
seems only fitting that these two com-
panies would join forces. The Routan
is based directly on the Chrysler Town
& Country.

Ata glance, this isn’t obvious. Volk-
swagen has done a good job of giving
the Routan a complete exterior make-
over. This seven-passenger van shares
the VW lineup’s smooth, uncluttered
lines and a handsome grille whose
contour lines dip into the front bum-
per. The headlights are a combination
of round and angled elements, like
those of the Passat, and high-intensity
discharge front lamps are available.
At the rear, gently curving taillights
flank a large rear hatch, the better for
swallowing cargo.

The Passat seems to have donated
its instrument panel as well; Volkswa-
gen drivers will find a familiar layout
and materials when sitting in the
front seat. Moving back to the Rou-
tan, however, the illusion begins to
unravel. The materials are nicer, but
the layout is nonetheless identical to
that of the Chrysler Town & Country
on which it’s based. That’s not a wholly
bad thing, of course, as the Routan
is available with dual power sliding
doors, a 115-volt outlet for household
electronics, and remote start, like the
Chrysler. The sound system’s head
unit and the available touch-screen
navigation system are lifted from
Chrysler’s parts bin, and though they

don’t quite fit ergonomically with the
Volkswagen bits, they’re easy enough
to use. An ultrasonic rear parking as-
sistis available, as are a JoyBox multi-
media entertainment system with a
30GB hard drive, and a rear-seat DVD
entertainment system with dual nine-
inch video screens for second- and
third-row passengers. Chrysler’s cool
uconnect mobile wi-fi is also available
on the Routan. The power-operated
third-row seat folds into the floor or
flips over for tailgating parties. From
the interior, the Routan feels more like
a Chrysler than a Volkswagen, which
may disappoint some VW fans.

The driving experience is also pure
Chrysler, and that’s almost guaran-
teed to be a letdown for dedicated
Volkswagen people. Two V6 power-
plants are offered; a 3.6 liter OHV V6
that produces 197 horsepower, and
a 253-horse 4.0 liter SOHC V6. The
4.0 is the more sophisticated of the
two, and it’s got enough power to ad-
equately propel the 2,000-kg Routan.
Six-speed transmissions are standard
with both engines, so fuel economy is
decent, topping out at 9.4 L/100 km
on the freeway.

You'll have to lose those expecta-
tions of a GTI-like driving experience.
The Routan’s suspension consists of
MacPherson struts up front and a
twist beam at the rear. Volkswagen’s
electronic stability program (ESP) is
standard, as it is on all VW products,
and anti-lock brakes are also standard.
The Routan is a competent driver, but
the underpinnings lack the Germanic
touch of the rest of the VW lineup.

Routan pricing is in line with the
rest of the Volkswagen lineup—that is
to say, it starts out reasonably enough,
and can be equipped up to top-of-the-
line luxury levels. The base Routan S
starts at $24,700, and walks all the
way up to $33,200 for the top of the
line SEL. Our tester was an SEL, and
it was kitted out with a navigation
system, sunroof, power-folding third
row seat, remote start, and the rear
air suspension, making it a top-flight
minivan. It was priced accordingly as
well, with a full sticker of $41,790. Is
that too much for a glorified Chrysler
Town & Country? That depends on
how important the VW badge on the
grille is to you.

By TITUS HSU
Epoch Times Staff

The Fit is renowned for its compact size and
fuel-efficiency. It doesn’t have a lot of power, but
makes up for it with its featherweight of 1176
kg. One thing about lightweight cars driven by
a small engine is that they are more sensitive to
additional loads. Add one adult passenger and
you will feel a difference. Remember, a small
efficient engine alone does not guarantee good
gas mileage. Fuel economy depends every bit
as much on your driving style. Floor the gas
pedal, and the 1.5 L, 117 bhp engine will put out
an impressive amount of power for such a small
engine, but at the same time you can kiss the
gas economy good bye.

Even though the Fit leaves something to be
desired in the acceleration department, once
the car has picked up speed, it rolls with a good
amount of assurance and energy. The Sport
trim level is standard-equipped with P185/55 16-
inch tires on aluminum alloy-wheels, and these
tires give a clear feel of the how they are mak-
ing contact with the road. The handling is fairly
quick, and the steering feels well connected to
the drive wheels. A very apparent feature of the
Sport model is the under-body spoiler kit with
integrated fog lights. The unique front fender
in this spoiler kit makes the Sport model look
much sharper and easily distinguishable from
its DX and LX siblings. One disappointing thing
about the feature set for the Sport model is that
the automatic transmission doesn’t come with
Tiptronic or paddle-shifter controls. The auto-
matic transmission is fairly competent, but for
a “Sport” model, I want more control. If you
can drive stick, definitely go with the manual

Second impression:
Re-visiting the 2009 Honda Fit
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transmission.

Overall the car feels very solid and the seats are
quite comfortable. The car is almost 10 cm taller
than the Civic, and this is reflected in the cabin
space: there is plenty of headroom while sitting
inside. The 5-door design with fold-down back-
seats makes the Fit very versatile when it comes
to hauling cargo. There aren’t many electronic

gadgets to speak about in a vehicle of this price
range, but the dash panel design is attractive
with its blue-and-red colours.

All in all, driving the Fit Sport is versatile,
lively, and confidence-inspiring. Its small engine
combined with appropriate driving skills will
stretch the fuel economy, but you must be pre-
pared to lose some acceleration performance.

2009 Chevrolet Aveo5 2LT

By DURHL CAUSSEY

The 2009 Aveo gets an estimated
6.9 L/100 km on the highway and
comes in two body styles-Sedan and
redesigned Aveos, with a choice of
three trim levels: LS, 1LT and 2 LT.
The sporty new 5-door style includes
wraparound headlamps and circu-
lar tail lamps, a dual-port grille, and
integrated front and rear fascia. The
sedan and Aveos offer new features,
including standard OnStar with a one-
year safe 6 sound plan, XM radio with
three month trial, a driver information
centre, an oil-life monitor, and a large
selection of richly appointed interior
fabrics and accents. The 4-speed au-
tomatic transmission ECOTEC 1.6L
DOHC Engine Aveo; I drove had a
blue moon exterior with a charcoal
interior.

The thing I liked the most was the
160,000 km/5-year transferable pow-

ertrain limited warranty, plus road as-
sistance and courtesy transportation.
Every Aveo comes with a standard aux-
iliary audio input jack. My LT model
featured an AM/FM stereo with four
speakers, and a CD player.

Aveo is wrapped in technology.
There are advanced two-stage driver
and front passenger frontal and side
impact air bags. An OnStar advisor is
always ready to help protect you and
your family on the road with nine
standard safety and security services.
The pressure monitor helps notify you
when a tire’s pressure falls below a
specific level.

Even though Aveo is purported to
have more headroom than the Toyota
Camry, it didn’t seem to be enough
for me. However, with the rear seat
flipped and folded down, you can pack
up to 1,200 L of gear into the back. The
sedan’s 60/40 rear seat split and folds
allow a convenient trunk pass-through
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for longer items.

Two major features are the 9.4
L/100 km in the city and 6.9 on the
highway fuel cost, and the $20,485
price. But you really give up power and
cabin space. It is difficult to activate
cruise control back up to 115 kmph
because the engine just doesn’t have
the power. I also feel a little uncom-
fortable when I look out the front
windshield and can’t see the hood.
Yet the Aveo has 5-star government
safety ratings for front driver and pas-

senger impact.

This makes a great first car or young
couple’s car. Or even for an old geezer
like me, providing you don’t have bad
knees, need a container holder with a
capacity of more than 125 mL, or need
to get out of the front seat and to the
bathroom in a hurry.

Durhl Caussey writes a car col-
umn read around the world. He
may be reached at this paper or
dcaussey@sbcglobal.net.
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AUTOS PETS FOR SALE

CKC REG German Shepherd
Puppy, Vet Checked ,2nd
micro
READY NOW, 403-239-

1996 Toyota Corola

1.6L Manual... 193,000 km
Asking $1700
403-890-7966

shots,

7552

Call 7

512-3329
428-8657

Submission deadline: Tue. 5pm

Cancellation deadline: Wed. 1pm

chipped,

RENTALS

Room Available
403-921-9788

WELLNESS

Free Falun Gong exercise
class

Chinchillas for sale

1 TOV White Male

1 Beige Female

2 Ranchers Grey Males
All friendly and young,
good blood lines , asking
$100.00 each
403-239-7552

Call Dane 403-869-9419

APPLEWOO

Lisa’s Hair & Beauty Design

Fast Service, appointment only
16 Years of experience

W)AY

321 Applewood Place SE, Calgary
Tel (403) 248-

5071 Cel: (403) 710-0263

Danin

- Kitchens
- Bathrooms
- Basements

¢’s
e
Renovation & Repair

Home maintenance
- painting, plumbing, electrical, doors & locks, elc

- Decks & Fences

Renovations and new construction

780-982-9430

Restaurant for Sale

Busy Downtown location in
Edmonton, Alberta. 85 seats.
Lots of catering opportunities
and take out. Price $89,000.

Pain Problem
Lose Weight
Quit Smoking

Accounting & Tax

Associates Inc.
PAYROLL, GST.,PERSONAL & =

@sm CENTRE

Refilling Monochrome & Color Laser Cartridges
Servicing Drum Units, Fuser Units & Machines

FREE---Recycling of used toner cartridges & printers

FREE---Pick up & Delivery in Edmonton & Surrounding Areas

RUTH: (780) 668-9188 KIT: (780) 668-9187
Office Phone: (780) 444-1070 Fax:(780) 444-1019
17552-105 Ave, Edmonton, AB. T5S 1G4
success8@telusplanet.net

L./‘Computer INCOMETAX

Great Online Deal!

we sell all kinds of
accessories for cell
phones and iPod,

Only for serious buyers. Call
Chandra at 780-885-2660 or
Email Chandraf@shaw.ca

@ Onsite service

780-240-4171
techsonthego.ca

# 310, 8944-182 St., Edmonton, AB. T5T 2E3
PH: (780) 481-7732, Fax: (780) 481-0514
TOLL FREE: 1-800-541-1422

Natural Health Clinic

Tel: (780) 489-9668
15006-87Ave Edmonton

Email: savetax@telus.net
www.accountingtaxassociate.ca

CORPORATE TAX RETURNS
Depression : $29 99
f © Computer repairs \ Saml Khan From L]
® Computer u g ades MenODause B.Com, R.P.A.
P P&t Infertil ‘ity REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT Fast Service (20 - 30 mlnS)
© Hardware/Software MEMBER NATIONAL SOCIETY OF ACCOUNTANTS
® Nf:twork set up u welcome to Ty A NATIONAL SOCIETY OF TAX PROFESSIONALS Returns Prep ared Accurately
@ Virus removal 780-481-7732 7y B .
Lynnwood ears Lxperiences

Located 1919 University Drive NW

Can Accept T forms through E-mail:taxreturn_ab@yahoo.ca

Call 403-922-5245 After 6:00PM

and cable!

Visit or Call Us
www.gulstan.com
780-707-7188

We accept:

—
VISA ‘




